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Why is a Climate Crisis GE requirement needed?
Our planet is deep in a climate emergency.
Communities around the globe are seeing
increasingly frequent and severe climate events, such
as wildfires, droughts, heatwaves, and atmospheric
rivers. The effects of these disasters are pervasive –
mounting death tolls, damage to civic infrastructure,
and disrupted supply chains, for instance – and leave
our society vulnerable to public health emergencies,
energy crises, food insecurity, and weakened
economic and national security, among other threats.
To better prepare students for this reality, UC Davis
graduates should have a foundational understanding
of the causes of the climate crisis, its social and
economic consequences, and potential actions to
mitigate the worst outcomes of the crisis.

There is a growing consensus among universities that
students should be prepared to navigate the world as
informed members of society and as professionals in
fields that will be impacted by a dramatically shifting
climate. Peer institutions, including Arizona State
University, University of Minnesota, and campuses
across the University of California and California
State University systems have implemented or are
considering climate change education requirements. 
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A group of 13 UC Davis faculty is asking the campus to adopt a new General Education (GE) Requirement
focused on the Climate Crisis. The faculty, from six of UC Davis’ 11 colleges and schools, submitted their
proposal to the Academic Senate in early January. If approved, the new GE requirement could take effect for
the incoming class of 2030. 

The requirement would be a bold action for UC Davis,
including the deliberate naming of the GE
requirement as Climate Crisis. “The choice of ‘crisis’
was made to highlight the urgency of the issue and
the multi-dimensional and interdisciplinary aspects of
this complex, multi-generational, and global
problem,” said Erwan Monier, Associate Professor of
Climate Change Impacts in the Department of Land,
Air and Water Resources and one of the authors of
the Climate Crisis proposal. “The aim is to offer
courses that not only teach our students about the
science of climate change but also cover several of
the many facets associated with this crisis, including
social and economic consequences, existing and
potential solutions, political and historical context,
and disinformation surrounding the issue, to name a
few.”
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The proposed GE requirement also aligns with the
University’s focus on Climate Solutions, one of the
priority areas identified by UC Davis Grand
Challenges as a major societal issue that the campus
is uniquely positioned to address. Grand Challenges
helps coordinate and mobilize campus resources to
advance the University’s pursuit of solutions to the
climate crisis, which includes educating an informed
citizenry and climate-ready workforce. “We hope that
providing insights to both our current students and
our alumni on the climate crisis will be empowering,”
said Paul Dodd, Associate Vice Chancellor of Grand
Challenges. “Having a basic level of understanding of
the origins of climate change and current status of
our planetary health is a crucial first step in a call to
action focused on climate solutions.”

What will the Climate Crisis requirement
mean for students?

The submitted proposal asks for a one-course
Climate Crisis GE requirement, beginning with
undergraduates in the incoming class of 2030. If
approved, the faculty would then consider a list of
existing courses that can satisfy the requirement, as
well as a list of courses to be adapted or created from
scratch to meet the requirement. Tessa Hill, Professor
in the Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences,
Associate Vice Provost of Public Scholarship &
Engagement, and another of the Climate Crisis
proposal authors, believes the new requirement will
incentivize new courses across campus to
incorporate discussions of climate change, the
climate crisis, and climate solutions. “Because climate
change impacts so many aspects of our lives, many
different disciplines on campus will be able to offer
courses that address the crisis,” Hill said. 

The current GE requirements for UC Davis include 52
credits in Topical Breadth to build general knowledge
– these include courses in Arts & Humanities, Science
& Engineering, and Social Sciences. There is also a 35-
unit Core Literacy requirement covering literacy of
words and images, civic and cultural literacy, and
quantitative and scientific literacy. The Climate Crisis
GE requirement would be added to the Core Literacy
requirement, increasing that category by three units.
To avoid undue burdens on students and increases in
graduation time, special circumstances could allow
the Climate Crisis courses to count towards another
Core Literacy requirement.

What would a Climate Crisis course entail? Courses
satisfying the proposed GE requirement would need
to meet three criteria:

A substantial focus on the climate crisis
throughout the course,
Coverage of multiple aspects of the climate crisis,
such as the social and economic consequences of
the crisis, and
Discussion of the social and equity implications of
the climate crisis.

There are at least 46 existing courses at UC Davis that
already meet these criteria, promising a smooth
rollout and numerous options for students to meet
the requirement.

Adding the Climate Crisis GE Requirement is an
important next step in helping UC Davis prepare
students for a diverse and changing world. Since the
campus was founded in 1908, courses, degree
programs, and curricula have changed to match the
evolution of disciplines with the latest information
and technology. "Given the urgency of the ongoing
climate crisis, the University’s dedication to research,
teaching, and serving the public good warrants an
immediate campus-wide update to its educational
standards,” Dodd said. UC Davis students who are
educated on the realities and consequences of our
planet’s climate trajectory will contribute to an
informed citizenry and trained workforce that can
take the necessary steps to understand, survive, and
respond to this crisis.
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